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were too loud to be pleasant. Then for another des- 
cription of listeners. They were the persons who gave 
unmitigated praise, and this was because they were 
placed about the centre of the building, in the very 
best part for hearing. They were neither stunned, 
nor did they hear an undue proportion of any one 
sound, to the Exclusion of the entire harmony. Here, 
then, all praise was due, for a more glorious and as- 
tounding effect could not have been produced : but 
now we come to the disaffected, who were, in fact, 
placed at too great a distance from the orchestra. 
Take, for instance, the upper gallery at the furthest 
end, opposite the performers : no doubt, this situation 
is removed beyond the fair extent of the human voice. 
The great mistake seems to be in supposing that the 
sound of a large orchestra like this would be carried 
to a much greater distance than the sound of a small 
orchestra. That the noise is louder within the limits 
of a voice or instrument from a large body of execut- 
ants cannot be denied ; but beyond those limits the 
sound does not arrive at the ear at all. Surely no one 
would pretend that every singer in this great chorus 
is able to throw his or her voice to the opposite end of 
the building — a distance of 360 yards : these voices, 
then, never can reach the listener in the east gallery, 
and he is consequently listening, not to 2765 voices, 
but, in reality, to a very reduced number of singers. 
It must be a fallacy to suppose that a young lady or 
gentleman, who would not alone be heard at a given 
distance, would be more audible because such singers 
happen to be standing beside a few hundred powerful 
voices. The consequence must necessarily be, that 
the only proper portion of the building for listening to 
the effect of the 2765 voices must be within the limits 
of the weakest voices. 

Another defect pointed out by a great number of 
persons is this : — that some sounds from the orchestra 
travel quicker than others, and therefore reach the ear 
earlier than those sounds which ought to accom- 
pany them. This defect is denied by some, who argue 
upon the well-known theory in acoustics, that all 
sounds, whether grave or acute, loud or soft, travel 
with equal velocity. If this be true, it is a most start- 
ling proposition. That sounds emitted by the same 
instrument travel with equal velocity, seems to be 
proved in practice ; but it surely cannot be true with 
regard to sounds of a totally different nature. Take, 
for instance, the report of a rifle discharged at the same 
instant of time with the note of a flute, — can it be 
seriously contended that a listener placed at 500 yards 
off, or within the limits of the flute's sound, will hearj 
the flute at the same instant that he hears the report 
of the rifle ? What is stated with respect to the music 
in the Crystal Palace, is, that some sounds from the 
orchestra reach the ear before others. No one can 
doubt that this is a fact to a certain extent ; but it is 
difficult to prove that such sounds have been emitted 
exactly in their proper places. The actual difference 
will, no doubt, be small, since it is known that sound 
travels through the air, under ordinary circumstances, 
at the rate of 1130 feet per second ; but, nevertheless, 
an acute ear might well detect even the slightest 
difference in florid passages of music, Every one has 
observed the well-defined period of time which elapses 
between the beat of Mr. Costa's baton and the first 
note of each bar, by which the rate of velocity in 
sound may be easily traced ; and it is not difficult to 
imagine that the effect of the music generally will be 
deteriorated by any given sound in the orchestra tra- 
velling at a greater velocity than the other sounds. 

We have made these observations, not with any 



desire to detract from the merits of the late perform- 
ance, but with a view to lead scientific men to enquiry 
upon a subject of much interest. There have been 
very few buildings ever constructed that appear to 
fulfil all the requisites for the proper conveyance of 
sound, and it would be very desirable if the knowledge 
of acoustics were better understood. The Crystal 
Palace was never built with a view to perfect acoustic 
arrangements, and it is wonderful that the defects 
should not be more obvious ; but one would suppose 
that still further alterations might be made to enable 
those who are placed at the extreme end to appreciate 
the beauties of such a Festival as we have just 
witnessed. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

"Piano" should make enquiries of his music publisher, for the in- 
formation he desires. 

We cannot inform our Correspondent *' who Euryanthe was." One 
gentleman informs us he has read the story, but cannot tell where, 
nor what it is about; he adds that the libretto of the opera is the 
most vapid and worthless of its class. In a French notice of the 
life and works of Weber, the libretto is spoken of as cold and 
colourless — but, such as it is, it may be obtained in German and 
in French of Scholt and Co., in Regent Street, should our corres- 
pondent choose to pursue the enquiry. We suspect Euryanthe 
to be a member of the family of the celebrated Mrs. Harris. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, wishing us to 
read particular paragraphs, to mark the passage, by cutting a slip 
in the paper near it. 

The tale hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes much with 
their proper classification. 

Colored Envelopes aresent to all Subscriberswhose payment inadvance 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscriber 
neglects to renew. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
getting back numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, 
and of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to supply the 
current sale. 

Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our friends in the 
country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occurrence, 
otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents must spe- 
cifically denote the date of Cach concert, for without such date no 
notice can be taken of the performance. All communications must 
be authenticated by the proper 7»aww and address of the writer, 
not necessarily for publication. 

Musical Contributions. — We take this opportunity of thanking many 
of our friends for their kindness in offering us musical compo- 
sitions for publication, but it is right to state that it would be 
quite inconsistent with our arrangements to entertain any offer of 
this nature. 
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Aberdeen. — On the 24th of June, the Aberdeen Choral 
Society gave a concert in Albion-street Chapel, to collect 
funds for the new organ which has lately been erected. 
The programme consisted of a miscellaneous selection of 
sacred music, which was very correctly sung. Mr. Melvin 
conducted the performance, and the organ was well played 
by the Misses Wilson, 

Bensington. — The Wallingford Amateur Choral Society 
gave a concert of sacred music, in the British School, to 
a large audience, on the 10th ult.. Mozart's Twelfth Mass 
was well performed for the first part of the entertainment, 
and selections from the Messiah, Judas Maccab&us, and 
Dettingen Te Deum, for the second part. Mr. G. C. Burry, 
organist of St, Mary's, Wallingford, and Mr. Staniland, of 
Abingdon, presided at the harmonium. Mr. Brasher 
conducted. 

Beverle?. — A concert was given in the Assembly- 
rooms on the 12th ult,, by the united choirs of the Minster 
and St, Mary's Church, for the benefit of the widow and 
children of the late Quartermaster-Sergeant Tookey. 
The concert was got up by the Militia band-master, under 
the auspices of the officers of the regiment. The solos 
were sung by the Misses Nun, Rose, and Winter, ladies re- 
sident in Beverley, who kindly gave their assistance, and 
by Messrs. Brigham, Coverdale, and Bliss. The part- 
songs and band-pieces were well performed. 
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Castle Cary. — A vocal concert, under the direction 
of Mr. Loaring, of Yeovil, was given at the Town Hall, 
on the 24th of May. The performers were members of 
the Yeovil Glee and Madrigal Society. The programme 
contained a good selection of glees, madrigals, duets, and 
part-songs. The applause bestowed upon the perform- 
ance was well merited. 

Chelsea. — On the 13th of July, the members of Mr. 
Carter's Choral Practice Class performed the Messiah, in 
the School-room of Trinity Church, Sloane-street. The 
spacious room was crowded upon the occasion, and all 
present were gratified with the performance, which was 
ably conducted by Mr. G. Carter, organist of the Church. 

Chertsey. — The second annual festival of the Choral 
Association was commemorated at the Parish Church of 
S. Peter, on the 29th of June, when full choral services 
were performed. The music was under the direction of 
Mr. Samuel Gee, organist and choir-master of the Parish 
Church, and was efficiently performed by the choir. 

Crystal Palace. — Musical Proceedings of the Month. — 
The musical attractions of the past month at the Palace 
have been as follows : — On Wednesday, the 6th, the fourth 
concert by the artistes of the Royal Italian Opera. 
On Saturday, the 9th, there was a vocal and instrumental 
concert, in which Mr. Henry Leslie's choir took part. 
On Wednesday, the 20th, the last of the Royal Italian 
Opera concerts was given. The music began with the 
overture to Anacteon, played to perfection by the band, 
which also exhibited its excellent qualities in the overture 
to Fidelia, at the commencement of the second part. There 
were various encores during the performance, including 
the duet from Ernani, by Madame Penco and Signor 
Tamberlik; " Nobil Signor," from the Huguenots, by 
Madame Nantier DidhSe ; " The last Rose of Summer," 
in Italian, by Madame Lotti ; Venzano's valse, " Ah 
che asserta," by Madame Penco ; Festa's madrigal, 
" Down in a flow'ry vale," by the chorus ; and " II mio 
tesoro," by Signor Tamberlik. Mr. Sainton was the con 
ductor. On Tuesday, the 19th, the annual performance, 
in the Handel Orchestra, of the Metropolitan Charity 
Schools took place, under the direction of Mr. Bates, 
Forty-two schools supplied the various quotas of children 
and the whole vocal force amounted to above 4000 voices, 
The programme differed little from that of last year, and 
comprised the Old Hundredth Psalm ; Mendelssohn's 
150th Hymn, " From Greenland's Icy Mountains 
the 19th Psalm (Nottingham); Mendelssohn's Chorale, 
"Sleepers, wake!" Luther's Hymn j Haydn's 295th 
Hymn ; and the National Anthem. The singing was 
very creditable to the young vocalists, and was highly 
gratifying to the audience, who included a great number 
of the relations and friends of the children. There were 
upwards of 20,000 persons present. On Saturday, the 
23rd, a concert was given, in which Madlle. Titiens, 
Madlle. Piccolomini, Madlle. Guarducci, Signori Giuglini, 
Belart, Vialetti, and Aldighieri, from the Royal Italian 
Opera, Drury Lane, made their appearance. Conductor, 
Signor Arditi. This was the first time that several of 
the singers had tried their voices at the Crystal Palace, 
and was therefore interesting both to the performers 
and audience. There was a pleasing selection of 
operatic music, suited to the tastes of all. On Monday, 
the 25th ult., a concert was given for the benefit of the 
Welsh Chanty Schools, under the direction of M 
Benedict, to which the members of the Vocal Asso- 
ciation, numbering 1000 singers, lent their aid. Sevreal 
agreeable part-songs were sung with great precision by 
the Association. The most effective were " The last 
Rose of Summer," harmonized ; " The Blue Bells of 
Scotland ; " and the Prayer from Mosi. The solo 
singers were Mesdames Lemmens Sherrington, Rieder, 
Stabbach, Messent, and Rita Favanti. Miss Arabella 
Goddard performed two pieces on the pianoforte. Her 
playing must gratify all hearers, wherever it may be, but 
delicacy of touch cannot be appreciated in the great 
transept. Mr. J. Thomas performed several Welsh airs 
upon the harp. The number of persons present amounted 
to nearly 15,000, 



Exeter Hall. — The second concert given by Mr. 
James Robinson and his choir took place on the 5th of 
July, when some well-selected music was admirably per- 
formed. Several of Mr. Robinson's own compositions 
were sung, including a song entitled " Pray call again 
and ask," by Miss Riseam; a duet, "Where shall we 
wander ? " by Messrs. Slater and Robinson ; and the duet, 
" Good night, my love ; " all of which were listened to 
with great pleasure, and deserved much praise. Miss 
Boddy made her first appearance as a pianist, and played 
Mendelssohn's Andante and Hondo Capriciosoin a brilliant 
style. Herr C. Suppus was much applauded for his violin- 
playing, especially in the duet for violin and pianoforte 
with Mr. Robinson. Mrs. Tritton, Miss Riseam, and 
Messrs. Slater, Spencer, Rudkin, and W. Robinson were 
the solo singers. The choir, which has only been in ex- 
istence nine months, sung with great spirit and precision. 

Hanover-square Rooms. — Miss Philp's morning con- 
cert took place at these rooms, on the 5th of July, under 
the patronage of the Duchess of Buccleuch, the Duchess 
of Sutherland, Lady Wharncliffe, and the Countess of 
Waldegrave. The singers included Mdlle. Artot, Miss 
Dolby, Mdlle. Finoli, and Miss Philp, M. Jules Lefort, 
Herr Mengis, and Mr. Patey. Herr Wieniawski per- 
formed on the violin, Herr Derffel on the pianoforte, and 
Herr Kngel on the harmonium. Mr. Benedict and Herr 
Engel were the conductors. The programme contained 
several very excellent pieces of music, but the most in- 
teresting were the compositions of Miss Philp, including 
the song, "Oh, moonlight! deep and tender,' 1 sung de- 
lightfully by herself ; "Ninon," a French romance, sung 
by M. Jules Lefert ; a duet, " It was the time of roses," 
by Miss Philp and Miss Dolby; and the ballad, "The 
soul and the sea." These compositions exhibited con- 
siderable talent, and proved that Miss Philp is a highly 
accomplished musician. — Miss Eleanor Armstrong, a 
pupil of Mr. Frank Mori, gave a concert at these rooms, 
on the 30th of June, when several eminent artistes ap- 
peared, including Mdme. Amadei, Mdme. Henrie, M. 
Depret, M. Remenyi (violinist), Herr Lidel (violoncello), 
Herr Oberthur (harp), and others. Miss Armstrong is a 
young singer of much promise. She has evidently 
studied with diligence, and does credit to her instructor. 
The songs she selected for the occasion were Mozart's. 
" Batti, Batti," "The lonely harp," and Balfe's " Power 
of Love," all of which were performed with considerable 
taste. The concert was well attended, and gave the 
utmost satisfaction. — On the 18th of July, a concert was 
g ven by Mdme. Rieder and Mdlle Sophie Humler, 
under distinguished patronage. Mdme. Rieder sang with 
much taste Auber's " Du Serment," and a " Tyrolienne " 
arranged by herself, with an accompaniment of male 
voices of the Orpheus Glee Union. Mdlle. Humler is an 
excellent player on the violin, and she performed several 
difficult compositions with neatness and in a very finished 
style. Her tone is delicate and clear, and she plays with 
great expression. Mdme. Lemmens Sherrington, Mdlle. 
Finoli, M. Depret, M. Vairo, and Mr. Patey, were the other 
singers, and the music was well performed throughout. 

Kirkaldy. — Mr. Warren took his benefit, in the Rose 
Street Chapel, on the 25th of June, and his exertions were 
rewarded by a well-filled house. The Harmonic Society 
assisted Mr. Warren, and did much credit to their teacher. 
The first part was occupied with Hatton^s cantata, Robin 
Hood, the spirited music of which was executed in admir- 
able style. The second part was more varied, and some 
pieces by Mr. Warren were loudly applauded. Locke's 
Music to Macleth wound up the evening's entertainment, 
which was decidedly successful. Several amateur singers 
rendered great service, and deserved considerable praise. 

Knaresborough. — On the 12th of July, a concert was 
given in the large National School-room, by Miss Maria 
Wilson, of Hull, assisted by Messrs. Hudson, Plowman, 
Hird, Holmes, and Turner, from the Institution for the 
Blind, York. The concert was under the patronage of 
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Lieut-Colonel Lister Kaye and the officers of the Fifth 
West York Light Infantry, and was most respectably 
attended. 

Organist appointment. — Mr. Henry Hiles has been 
appointed organist and teacher of music to the Blind 
Asylum, Manchester, and Organist of St, Thomas's, Old 
Trafford. There were 30 applicants. 

Pestalozzian Choral Society. — This Society gave 
an entertainment at their rooms in Fleet-street, on the 
6th July, consisting of Romberg's Harmony of the Spheres, 
and a miscellaneous selection from other authors. 

Pimlico. — The members of the Chelsea Vocal Union 
pave a concert of vocal music, on the 27 th of June, at the 
School-rooms of St. Barnabas Church, in aid of the funds 
of the choir. The programme comprised glee3, madrigals, 
part-songs, &c. The performance gave great satisfaction 
to a large audience. 

Plymouth. — A public meeting, in connection with the 
West of England Institution for the Blind, was held at 
St. George's Hall, on the 30th of June, when various 
selections of sacred music were sung by the inmates of 
the Institution. The pianoforte accompaniments were 
also played by the blind pupils; and the performance 
evinced, in a striking manner, the well-known taste of the 
blind for music. In the evening, a concert was given by 
the blind pupils. The music was sung with a fidelity and 
character that deserve great commendation. 

Reunion des Arts. — The last soiree of the season, 
given by this societv, took place at the Beethoven Rooms 
on the 6th ult. The concert commenced with a trio 
composed, it is said, by Master Ketten, a young pianist 
of great talent. His performance is excellent, and that 
a boy so young should compose music of this nature is 
truly marvellous. Madlle. Marie Humler played a solo on 
the violin with great taste and execution. The singers at 
this concert included Miss Gerard, who gave " II soave 
e bel contento," by Pacini, in excellent style. Her voice 
is rich and powerful. She has evidently studied under 
the best masters, and she has every requisite for a fine 
singer. Miss Topham, a young artiste of great promise, 
also sang well, and was much applauded. Madlle. Esther 
Werner, Madame Pico, and others, contributed towards 
the amusements of the evening. 

Shirley (Surrey). — On the 6th ult., the members of 
the choir of Shirley Church gave a conceit of vocal and 
instrumental music, under the direction of Mr. Winscome, 
the organist of the Church. Mrs. Winscome presided at 
the pianoforte. Tbe music was sung with spirit and pre- 
cision, and the room was well filled upon the occasion. 

St. Martin's Hall. — Miss Emily Spiller and Miss 
Clara Makenzie gave their first evening concert on the 
5th of July, under the patronage of the Earl of West- 
moreland. Miss Banks, Miss Palmer, Miss Spiller, Miss 
Henrietta and Miss Clara Mackenzie, Mr. Sims Reeves, 
Mr. Lawler, and Mr. Patey, were among the singers. 
Miss Arabella Goddard played some exquisite pieces on 
the pianoforte. Mr. H. Blagrove performed on the violin, 
and Mr. R. Blagrove on the concertina. Some of the 
members of the London Glee and Madrigal Union also 
contributed several glees. Miss Spiller sung " Ah non 
giunge " with great taste, and in excellent style. She is 
a clever artiste and a good musician. Miss Clara Mac- 
kenzie, in " The Wreck of the Hesperus," by Hatton, 
produced an immense effect. Her voice is a rich con- 
tralto, and she is a highly accomplished singer. Several 
concerted pieces by Miss Spiller and the Misses Mac- 
kenzie deserved great praise; they had evidently been 
well practised, which is seldom the case at ordinary con- 
certs. Mr. Sims Reeves sang Beethoven's " Adelaide," 
accompanied in a charming manner by Miss Goddard, to 
the sincere gratification of the audience. The hall was 
crowded, and the music was satisfactory in all respects ; 
and a more successful concert could not have been given. 

Warminster (Wilts.) — On the 12th of July, Miss 
Lizzy Stuart, the popular Scottish vocalist, and Mr. W. H. 



Birch, professor of the concertina, gave a musical en- 
tertainment in this town, entitled " A peep at Scotland." 
Both performers were much applauded, and several 
encores were obtained by them. Miss Stuart and Mr. 
Birch gave concerts on the three following days at Chip- 
penham, Melksham, and Trowbridge, where they met with 
great success. 



DURING THE LAST MONTH, 
Published by J. A. NOVELLO. 

BALFE AND MOORE.— A SELECTION OF FIFTY 
OF THE IRISH MELODIES, Harmonized for Fovr 
Voices (s.a.t.b.), with Symphonies and Accompaniments for 
the Pianoforte, by M. W. Balfe. In one volume, 8vo. size, 
whole cloth, price 6s. 6d. ; or each Quartett singly, price zd. 

ELVEY, Dr. G. J. — THIS IS THE DAY WHICH 
THE LORD HATH MADE. An Anthem composed 
for the Day appointed for a General Thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, for the suppression of the Rebellion in Her Majesty's 
Indian dominions, and dedicated by permission to Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen. Price 3s. 

C HATER, W. (Coventry.) — BY THE WATERS OF 
BABYLON. Full Anthem for Four Voices, with 
Treble Solo. Price 3s. 

GARNETT, JOSEPH. — SIX PSALM TUNES, and a 
HYMN. The Music composed in memory of his late 
much esteemed friend, Thomas Ions, Mus. Doc, Oxon. 
Price zs. 

HANDEL — " Sing, O ye Heavens," Chorus from Bel- 
shazzar. Folio, is. 3d. 

WALLCOTT, JOHN F.— '« Awake, awake, put on thy 
strength, O Zion." A Sacred Song. Price is. 6d. 

"Comfort ye, my people, saith your God." A Sacred 

Song. as. 6d. 
T)UCK, J. — Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis. Price zs. 6d. 

RICHMOND.— A Collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes, 
Sanctuses, Kyries and Chants, together with an Anthem 
composed for Four Voices, with an Accompaniment for the 
Organ or Pianoforte, by William Richmond, member of the 
Choir of St. John's Church, Bilton, near Harrogate. 
Price 6s. 

KINGSTON, S. E.— "Amista." Bagatelle for Piano 
Solo. zs. 

Novello, London and New York, 



ORGAN CASE FOR SALE, in stained deal with carved 
crokets, finials, &c, adapted to stand under a stained 
glass window. Apply to J. R. Rust, Chelmsford. 



HANDEL FESTIVAL.— J. Alfred Novello informs 
the Public that he was again entrusted by the Sacred 
Harmonic Society to print the Musical Copies necessary for 
the performers at the Commemoration, and by the Directors 
of the Crystal Palace Company to provide the Vocal Scoie 
Octavo Hand-books for the use of the audience. He was 
also authorized to print the whole of the Music for the 
Wednesday's Selection, in the order of its performance, which 
was published uniform with his complete editions of Handel's 
Messiah and Israel in Egypt. 

A few copies of the Music for Wednesday, June zo, remain 
unsold, and may be had, price 2s : 

contents: 
THE DETTINGEN TE DEUM. 

Recitative, "Rejoice, my countrymen" (Belshazzar) ; Chorus, 
"Sing, O ye heavens" (Belshazzar) ; Chorus, " Envy, eldest born 
of hell" [Saul); Dead March (Saul); Chorus, " Fix'd in his 
everlasting seat" (Samson); Solo and Chorus. " Return, O God 
of Hosts " (Samson) ; Song, " Let the bright Seraphim " (Samson) ; 
Chorus, "Let their celestial concerts all unite" (Samson); Chorus, 
"O Father, whose almighty pow'r" {Judas Maccabaus); Recit., 
Song, and Chorus, " Sound an alarm" (Judas Maccabceus); Recit. 
and Air, " From mighty kinfcs" (Judas M accabaus) ; Duet and* 
Chorus, " O never bow we down" (Judas Maccabtzus); Trio and 
Chorus, "See the conq'ring hero comes" (Judas Maccabaus); and 
" God save the Queen." 



